
 

Daily Reflections 

Sunday, Dec 05, 2021:   SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

In praise of community service. 

Consider him an early volunteer. John the Baptist preached and baptized 

through the countryside, preparing the community for the way, truth, 

and life about to open to them. He wasn't paid for these services, which 

is probably why his diet was locusts and honey, and his clothing coarse. 

Today on International Volunteer Day, we give thanks for all who 

helped their neighbors with grocery runs and check-ins during the long 

season of sickness. We can continue this spirit of social engagement: 

giving blood, organizing group clean-ups, shoveling a neighbor's 

sidewalk. Volunteering builds empathy! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6(6). “A voice of one 

crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’ " 

Monday, Dec 06, 2021:  MEMORIAL OF NICHOLAS, BISHOP 

The wonder of it all. 

Very little is known about the historical Saint Nicholas, but he evolved 

into a legendary figure so intertwined with Christmas, it’s almost as if he 

were part of the Nativity story. The actual Nicholas lived 300 years after 

the birth of Jesus. Whether he secretly gave gifts to children or not, the 

spirit of his story is real. Centuries later as presents are wrapped in 

mystery and kept under the tree in anticipation, emotions of waiting for 

the Christ Child heighten as we ponder a miracle we can’t fathom. 

Thank you, Saint Nicholas, for a tradition that helps incarnate our joy 

and wonder! 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26 (181). “We have seen incredible things 

today.” 

Tuesday, Dec 07, 2021:  MEMORIAL OF AMBROSE, BISHOP, 

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Wage peace. 

Advent anticipates the Prince of Peace. But as we recall Pearl Harbor, 

Catholics also embrace a tradition that includes just war theory—

sketched out by the likes of Saint Augustine, fleshed out by the likes of 

Saint Ambrose. King David “never waged war unless he was driven to 

it,” Ambrose observed, illustrating that wars should be fought only as a 

last resort. Further, war should be waged selflessly—to help and protect 

others. War that “preserves one’s country [or] defends the weak . . . is 

full of justice.” Pray for those in the armed services who sacrifice and 

protect, and also pray for peace. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 (182). 

"Comfort, give comfort to my people.” 

Wednesday, Dec 08, 2021:  SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY   

(PATRONAL FEAST DAY OF THE U.S.A.) 

A day of pure celebration. 

Today we celebrate the Immaculate Conception, the church’s teaching 

that Mary was preserved from original sin from the moment of her 

conception. It is one of only two dogmas proclaimed infallibly by a 

pope. All of today’s readings are related: 

They trace the tale back to the Fall, followed by a celebration of the 

“marvelous deeds” of God’s salvation, culminating in the gospel reading 

of the Annunciation, where Mary learns she will bear a son who will 

reverse the curse of sin. Today, honor our Blesse Mother and thank God 

for her preservation from sin so that she might bring Christ into the 

world. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 (689). “. . . 

he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before 

him.” 

Thursday, Dec 09, 2021:   MEMORIAL OF JUAN DIEGO 

CUAUHTLATOATZIN. 

Be a witness to the miracle of God’s love. 

We are told that Saint Juan Diego was undistinguished before he became 

the person to whom the Virgin Mary appeared at Tepeyac, Mexico in 

1531. Juan Diego had an opportunity to open himself to God’s grace—

Mary’s appearance and miracle. He responded in faith by listening to the 

Virgin and persistently communicating her message, even though as an 

indigenous person, his word was at first discounted. His part in the 

miracle at Tepeyac has had enduring impact by opening other 

indigenous and mestizo Mexicans to the gospel message, and by 

opening church leaders—albeit slowly, in fits and starts—to the message 

indigenous peoples have for the wider church. Are you ready to receive 

God’s grace, as did Juan Diego? 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 (184). 

“Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
Friday, Dec 10, 2021:  MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF LORETO 

Jesus makes his presence known. 

Emmanuel, “God is with us,” is our guiding truth. Christians find many 

ways to remind ourselves of God’s Real Presence. Of course, the 

primary way is through the Eucharist. But shrines and relics are also a 

very Catholic way of pointing to the reality of 

Christ in our lives. Take for example the shrine of Our Lady of Loreto, 

which resides in Loreto, Italy, a small town on the Adriatic coast. It is 

there that the original home of Mary is said to have been moved, either 

by angels or more probably by a wealthy Italian merchant, after the late 

13th-century siege of Jerusalem. At this shrine we can presumably touch 

the same stones that Jesus touched as a boy. What a remarkable 

reminder that the Word was made flesh and lived among us. Pray to Our 

Lady of Loreto for continued reminders of God’s abiding presence. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 (185/689B). 

“The virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him 

Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us!’ ”  

Saturday, Dec 11, 2021:  MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE 

By the book. 

By the fourth century of the Christian era there were 20 or so gospels 

floating around the early church communities along with the familiar 

four. Dozens of epistles existed in addition to the 21 we now recognize. 

It was today’s saint, Pope Damasus I (c. 305– 384), who presided over 

the Council of Rome in 382 that determined the canon, or official list, of 

the Bible. He also encouraged Saint Jerome to produce a translation of 

the existing Greek and Hebrew texts into Latin, the common language of 

the day. Inexpensive versions of the Catholic New American Bible 

Revised Edition make great Christmas gifts for friends and family 

looking to deepen their faith. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 (186). “Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make straight his paths.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify. 

 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend. 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 
 

Rev. Timothy Akanson 

Administrator 

843-513-0912 

 
 

Diocesan Office of Child 

Protection Services 

 843-261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance 

Minister 843-856-0748 
 

                   

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday             5:00pm   

Sunday                11:30 am      

Tuesday Rosary     8:30 am 

Tuesday      9:00 am 

Thursday                5:00 pm 

Confessions one hour before 

mass on Tuesday & 

Thursdays  

and Saturdays 4:00 PM 

 By appointment anytime. 

SAINTS FREDERICK AND STEPHEN 

Catholic Church 

544 Highway 174, PO Box 602 Edisto Island SC 29438-0602  
843-631-1459 Fax (843) 564-1748  

Email:  edistocatholic@charlestondiocese.org  

website www.edistocatholic.com 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021 
 

https://www.directories.charlestondiocese.org/personnel-detail??1160?
http://www.edistocatholic.com/


 

 

PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 
WELCOME:  THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. FREDERICK  
AND ST. STEPHEN WELCOMES ALL NEWCOMERS TO OUR  
COMMUNITY.  PLEASE FILL OUT A REGISTRATION CARD, 

WHICH CAN BE FOUND IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH AND 

DROP IN THE COLLECTION BASKET.  

  

Visitors:  We ask our visitors to sign our Guest Book, so we may have 

a record of your attendance and remember you at the Church.   
 

Food Bank: The Church of St. Frederick and St. Stephen is a member 

of the Edisto Food Bank.  Please leave items for the bank in the basket.   

Canned fruit in light syrup is often needed.  

 

 God’s Tender Loving Care: (GTLC):  If you know someone in the 

parish who has had a death or illness or needs some “TLC’. Please call 

Dolores Marcano (540)254-2555 or Joan Brodnicki (843) 217-8014.  

 

If you have bulletin announcements, please call the office at 843- 

889-8549 or even better email Stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org   

or stmarys165@gmail.com  

 

MISSAL COMMITTEE 

Parishioners and part time parishioners, men and women, are 

asked to volunteer to be a part of the Missal Committee.  This 

will be a 4 times a year working committee and even if you 

can make one of the times we appreciate your help putting 

new books in the holders and placing them in the 

pews.  Come and join us for our second time Tuesday, the 

23rd of November, 9:45-11:00.  If you are able to come to 

9:00 am mass, we will work immediately after mass. Please 

call or text ahead, 803-230-4717, so I know we have help.  

Thanks, Pat Kostell 

 

 

 

                 PRAY FOR US 

June Alberti, Lynn Bagnal,  Rita Cullen, Dan 

Cutler Marlis, Egbers, Theresa Garrido, Conchi 

Gelner, Susan Gomez, Elizabeth Good, Nelson 

Hartrich, Tara Huck, Cubby Huffines, Vic 

Ketchum,  Ding Kizer, Wilbur Kizer  Ken Korpanty, Andrew Lee, 

Priscilla Martin, Tom Mack, Mimi McCole, Lenore McDonald, 

Stephanie McDonald, Shannon Montgomery, Elizabeth Neustadt, Mott 

Parker, Bunny Perkins, Christy Petillo, Voyta Sailer,  Patsy Sheahan, 

Bob Smith, Bill Smyer, Marge Suchman, Fran Taylor, Harriet Tindall, 

Bubba Unger, Dickie Unger, Layla Venegas,  Brice Voorneveld, Susie 

Voorneveld, Samuel Wenthe, Samuel Wingate, All Parishioners of our 

Parish. 

Record of Faithfulness 

Thanks to all who have mailed in their contributions. 

11/28/21 

 

Second Collection:     

Today: Building Fund 

Next Week  Christmas Flowers. 

 

Dec. 8th , Wednesday Feast of Immaculate Conception – 

Holy Day of Obligation - masses will be 9:00 AM @ St. 

Marys and 5:00 PM @ St. Fredericks & Stephen. 
 

Dec. 11 | 3-5 p.m. UPDATE: The Daughters of St. Paul Choir will offer 

a Christmas concert Saturday, Dec. 11 (not Dec. 12) beginning at 3 p.m. 

at the Gaillard Center, 95 Calhoun Street in Charleston. The tickets are 

$25 - $35 and there is a family discount. Donations are welcome 

 

Ushers wanted!!  Men or Women. A great way to be an active 

part of St. Frederick & St. Stephen. The more the merrier.  If 

you would like to join the Usher Team or for more details 

please contact Peter Beck at 517 398-5506 or email at 

pbeck4485@gmail.com.   
 

See Revised Christmas Schedule on insert. 

Parishioners    1695.00  Parish Charity       165.00  

Loose       147.00               

                  

Total 1st    1842.00  Bldg. Fund         345.00 

Total 1st & 2nd   2007.00        

Saturday 34   38 
Total 

Attendance 
72    

 
They left their nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:20) 

Could you imagine an executive leaving his high-paying 
job to volunteer with a nonprofit group immediately after 
meeting its young leader? That’s not normally how 
human relationships work. It takes time for people to get 
to know each other and to build up mutual trust. So 
when we see Andrew—whose feast we celebrate today—
instantly dropping everything to follow Jesus after just a 
few words, we might think it was a rash decision. But 
that’s not the whole picture. 

Remember, Andrew had met Jesus earlier. John’s Gospel 
tells us that John the Baptist had first introduced him to 
Jesus, the “Lamb of God” (1:36). So when he left his job 
as a fisherman, Andrew wasn’t making an impulsive 
decision. Radical, yes. But Andrew’s decision to follow 
Jesus flowed from the ways he had already encountered 
the Lord. 

Every encounter after that only strengthened Andrew’s 
zeal to follow Jesus. Think of all the preaching he heard 
and all the miracles he witnessed. Think about the 
privilege of seeing the risen Lord or how he received the 
Holy Spirit. Every new revelation deepened Andrew’s 
faith. Andrew eventually chose to leave his homeland to 
preach in Asia Minor and Greece, where he made the 
ultimate sacrifice as a martyr. 

The same is true for us: every encounter with Jesus can 
deepen our faith a little bit more. We may experience 
him reviving us if we’ve become discouraged or 
indifferent. Maybe he will help us let go of unforgiveness 
or impatience. Maybe we will experience him 
strengthening us against temptation. Each blessing will 
help us follow him better. 

It all starts with an encounter, just as it did for Andrew. 
So remember, it’s not “just another prayer time.” Every 
time you call on him, every time you go to Mass or 
Adoration or open your Bible, Jesus is there, waiting. 
The more you open yourself to his love, the more he will 
change you. So make time to encounter the Lord today. 
Listen! He’s calling your name! 

“Lord Jesus, open my heart to hear your call, 
today and every day!” 
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