
 

 

Daily Reflections 

Sunday, May 31, 2020:   SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST    The Spirit 

is still at work 

The traditional Pentecost hymn is “Veni Sancte Spiritus” (“Come, Holy 

Spirit”). It’s called the Golden Sequence—a sequence being a prayer 

that precedes the gospel reading. It became part of the Pentecost liturgy 

in the 16th century but was written earlier, probably by Cardinal 

Stephen Langton of Canterbury around the year 1200. It’s tempting to 

treat the Mass as something that fell from heaven as is. Liturgy is a 

collaborative effort, woven across centuries—and evolving still. Put 

your unique stamp on it. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Day: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-

13; John 20:19-23 (63). “Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 

them, ‘Peace be with you.’ ” 

 

Monday, Jun 01, 2020:     MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

Sing of Mary 

Today’s celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary is still new for the 

Catholic Church, having been decreed by Pope Francis in 2018. But 

Mary’s tender loving care has been sung throughout the ages. Yes, we 

experience her maternal protection for each and every one of us. But 

it’s another thing to honor her universally as protectress of the Mystical 

Body of Christ. That’s why this memorial comes when it does: the day 

after Pentecost Sunday—the birthday of the church. Let us honor Mary 

in the manner of the decree, as “Mother of the Redeemer and Mother of 

the Redeemed”—namely, Christ's mother and ours. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; John 

19:2534 (572A). “Behold, your mother.” 

 

Tuesday, Jun 02, 2020:     MEMORIAL OF MARCELLINUS AND 

PETER, MARTYRS Take notice 

Today’s rather obscure saints from the early church are included in the 

Roman Martyrology, a catalog of saints who suffered martyrdom during 

the era of persecution of early Christians. While some claim 

Catholicism places too much emphasis on suffering and death, recent 

events suggest there is a deeper wisdom at work in the Martyrology. In 

times of crisis, heroic witness often involves willingness to suffer or 

perhaps even die for a worthy cause. Honor martyrs past and present for 

their witness. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12:13-17 (354). 

“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 

God.” 

 

Wednesday, Jun 03, 2020:   MEMORIAL OF CHARLES LWANGA 

AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 

And the youth shall lead us 

The world today is blessed with many young people willing to take a 

stand on major issues of our time. They work to end violence in schools 

and on our streets, protect lives, and ensure that future generations and 

the earth will thrive. Today in the church we honor a group of teens and 

20-somethings who stood up for one another amid the threat of violence 

and death. Charles Lwanga and his 21 companions were martyred in  

 

 

 

Uganda in 1886 because their Catholic faith opposed the ruling king’s 

violent ways. In light of your faith, when and where are you called to 

take a stand? 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:18-27 (355). 

“I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have.” 

 

Thursday, Jun 04, 2020:   Not worth fighting about 

Timothy was a peacemaker in the early church. He urged members of 

newly formed congregations to work out their differences rather than 

foster needless division. Sadly church life (Catholic and otherwise) still 

involves far too many stories of division—sometimes over the smallest 

things. Whatever your community’s issue might be, be a voice for 

reasonable compromise. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34 (356). “Tell 

them in the name of God that there must be no wrangling about words: 

all that this ever achieves is the destruction of those who are listening.” 

 

Friday, Jun 05, 2020:   MEMORIAL OF BONIFACE, BISHOP, 

MARTYR Aging can bring strengths 

The COVID-19 crisis highlights the health risks older folks face. At the 

same time, it has led occasionally to examples of ageism— the 

tendency to see someone as weak or infirm simply because of their age. 

Saint Boniface would have none of that. Traversing the rugged terrain 

of what is now Germany during the wild and untamed Middle Ages, he 

continued his tireless evangelization efforts well into his 70s. In fact, 

only martyrdom could bring his ministry to a close. “Respect your 

elders” means respecting their ability to continue making meaningful 

contributions. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37 (357). 

“From all these things the Lord delivered me.” 

 

Saturday, Jun 06, 2020:   MEMORIAL OF NORBERT, BISHOP 

Humble pie belongs on every menu 

Saint Norbert was a key figure in reforming the medieval church and 

monastic life. An ascetic at heart, he wore the simplest garb and walked 

barefoot even in winter. Having been appointed archbishop of 

Magdeburg in 1126 against his wishes, he arrived at the episcopal 

residence only to be met by a doorman who took him to be a beggar and 

turned him away! Church officials quickly explained the error to the 

doorman, but Norbert turned to him and said, “You were right the first 

time.” A healthy sense of humility will take each of us far. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44 (358). 

“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other 

contributors to the treasury.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our Mission is to form Christian Communities that will 

glorify God by our loving and serving one another and to 

extend our love, support and compassion to the needy. 

***************************************************** 

Diocesan Office of Child Protection Services 843261-0430 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister 843-856-0748 

  

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday             5:00pm  

Sunday                11:45am     

Tuesday Rosary     8:30am 

Tuesday                 9:00am 

Thursday               5:00pm 

No Confessions until further 

notice. 

 

Reverend Robert Sayer 

Pastor 
 
Rsayer@charlestondiocese.org 

(843)957-2198 

 

Deacon Charles LaRosa 

(803) 530-4339 

Feast of the Ascension 

May 24, 2020 
 

THE CHURCH OF SAINTS 

FREDERICK AND STEPHEN 
544 Highway 174, PO Box 602 Edisto Island SC 29438-0602 

843-631-1459 Fax (843) 564-1748 

Email:  edistocatholic@charlestondiocese.org 
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 
   

 

   WELCOME:  THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. FREDERICK 

AND ST. STEPHEN WELCOMES ALL NEWCOMERS TO OUR 

COMMUNITY.  PLEASE FILL OUT A REGISTRATION CARD, 

WHICH CAN BE FOUND IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH AND 

DROP IN THE COLLECTION BASKET. 

 

Visitors:  We ask our visitors to sign our Guest Book, so we may have 

a record of your attendance and remember you at the Church.  

 

Food Bank: The Church of St. Frederick and St. Stephen is a member 

of the Edisto Food Bank.  Please leave items for the bank in the basket.  

Canned fruit in light syrup is often needed. 

 
God’s Tender Loving Care: (GTLC):  If you know someone in the 

parish who has had a death or illness or needs some “TLC’. Please call 

Delores Marcano (540)254-2555 or Joan Brodnicki (843) 217-8014. 

 

PERMISSION TO RESUME MASS HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

DIRECTION OF THE MOST REVEREND BISHOP ROBERT 

GUGLIELMONE.  “The Diocese of Charleston considers the health 

and well-begin of our people to the highest priority.  We are following 

the directives of local, state and federal health authorities in 

establishing health and safety precautions throughout the state.” 

  We will have to follow the guidelines for safe distancing.  See these 

on the website.   The first rule is Anyone who is sick should 

not enter the church. 

 

The Bishop has extended the dispensation from attending 

mass until further notice.   
 

ALL CHURCH MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE 

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.   

 

    

  

 

     

Please pray for the Sick of the parish 

 Lynn Bagnal, Jane Bolden, Rita Cullen, Marlis 

Egbers, Theresa Garrido, Susan Gomez, Elizabeth 

Good, Nelson Hartrich, Tara Huck, Cubby Huffines, 

Vic Ketchum, Chris King, Ken Korpanty, Lenore McDonald, 

Stephanie McDonald, Shannon Montgomery, Elizabeth Neustadt, 

Mott Parker, Bunny Perkins, Christy Petillo, Voyta Sailer, Carol 

Sayer, Patsy Sheahan, Marge Suchman, Fran Taylor, Bubba Unger, 

Dickie Unger, Brice Voorneveld, Susie Voorneveld, Samuel Wenthe,  

Samuel Wingate. 

*************************************************  
If you have bulletin announcements, please call the rectory at 843- 

889-8549 or even better email Stmarys165@charlestondiocese.org  

or stmarys165@gmail.com 

 

The Church is open for visitation and private prayer. 

Bulletin is now on the website www.edistocatholic.com 

During this time of great uncertainty, we pray that the Church, in 

its response, will provide comfort to those isolated in their homes 

and away from their loved ones. 

Record of Faithfullness  5/24/2020 

 

SISTER HOPE 

Sister Hope is a FREE chat service providing encouragement and strategies on 

how to manage everyday stress and anxiety using Chatbot technology.  

Text “Hi” to Sister Hope at 315.276.3157 to get instant support. 

• Sister Hope is anonymous, private, and available 24/7. 

• Proven, faith-based, emotional and mental support service. 

• Sister Hope offers proven technology to offer custom mental health help when 

and where you need it. She is used by over 13 million users world-wide. 

[If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, please contact the Suicide Hotline – 

800.273.8255.] 

--Sister Hope is provided by Catholic Charities of South Carolina 

Questions? Email sisterhope@charlestondiocese.org 

 

 First 

Collection 

  

Parishioners 580.00   165.00  

loose 202.00     10.00  

Votive Candles    

Total  782.00   175.00  

Total All  957.00   

Building Fund 25,135.00   

Mass 

Attendance 

Saturday  13 

Sunday     35 

Total    48  

 

“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit” 

 

 Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told the 

apostles that they would be “baptized with the holy 

Spirit.” (Acts 1:5).  So together with Mary, they 

“devoted themselves with one accord to prayer” (1:14). 

And sure enough, the Holy Spirit came—with wind and 

fire and with a new boldness to preach the gospel. 

 Pentecost tells a beautiful story about God’s power 

and the apostles’ transformation.  But they didn’t 

receive the Spirit just that one day.  They were 

immersed in the Spirit again and again.  The Book of 

Acts records at least seven times that the apostles were 

“filled” with the Spirit (acts 2:4; 4:8;31; 6-8; 7:55; 

13:9,52).  And this does not count all the other times 

that never made it into the Bible! 

 The same is true for us.  Although we received the 

Holy Spirit in Baptism, we too need more of the Spirit’s 

power and gifts to follow the Lord and proclaim the 

good news. 

 Jesus knew how much we would need he Holy Spirit, 

and so even long before his Ascension, he encouraged 

his disciples to pray for this gift; “If you …know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit?  (Luke 

11:13).  And John’s Gospel assures us that God “does 

not ration his gift of the Spirit” (3:34). 

There is always more that God has for us! 

 Today, follow the apostles’ example.  Believe in 

God’s promise of the Spirit and then pray for it.  Keep 

praying, not just on this special feast, but every day.  

You might even ask a few faith-filled friends to pray 

with you for a new outpouring of the Spirit in your life.  

You may not see wind or fire, but the Spirit will come to 

you in new, unexpected, and even extraordinary ways—

not only for your benefit but for the good of his body, 

the Church! 

 

“Holy Spirit, make your home in my heart, today and 

every day.” 

 

Word Among Us. 
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